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Media Release

‘INTER CITIES / INTRA CITIES: GHOSTWRITING THE FUTURE’ VENICE BIENNALE RESPONSE EXHIBITION ‘I AM HOME’ OPENS IN HONG KONG MID MAY 2013
Hong Kong, 23rd April 2013 – The Hong Kong Institute of Architects and Hong Kong Arts Development Council participated in the 13th Venice Biennale International Architecture Exhibition with an exhibition focusing on the vital urban, architectural and cultural regeneration of Kowloon East, Hong Kong. The exhibition, titled “Inter Cities / Intra Cities: Ghostwriting the Future” has now returned to Hong Kong, appropriately titled ‘I AM HOME’, and will run from the 18th May in Hong Kong until the 18th July 2013.
The exhibition received International acclaim and was voted as one of the “top five international architecture events at Venice” by The Architect’s Journal at the 13th Venice Biennale International Architecture Exhibition, which is regarded as one of the most prestigious Architecture events in the world. INTERIOR DESIGN magazine (USA) voted the Hong Kong exhibition as one of Autumn’s five most inspiring exhibitions in the world. 
The Opening Ceremony of the Hong Kong exhibition in Venice was attended by a number of international figure heads including the Ambassador of the People Republic of China to Italy, Mr. Ding Wei, and Cultural Counsellor, Mr. Zheng Hao. Ms. Mary Chow, Special Representative for Hong Kong Economic & Trade Affairs to the European Union also officiated at the Opening Ceremony. An Opening forum was held at the exhibition which attracted several internationally prominent figures from the architectural and cultural industries including Professor Sir Peter Cook (Founder of Archigram, Director of CRAB), Mr Paul Finch (Programme Director of the World Architecture Festival, Editorial Director of the Architectural Review/Architects’ Journal), Mr K.K. Ling (Former Head of Energizing Kowloon East Office, Development Bureau, HKSAR Government), Mr Pippo Ciorra (Senior Curator MAXXI Architettura), Ms. Odile Decq (Director of Odile Decq Beno.t Cornette), Mr Huang Wei Wen (Shenzhen Public Art Center), Dr Eric Schuldenfrei (Department of Architecture, Hong Kong University) and Mr Rocco Yim (Founder of Rocco Design Architects Limited) who debated the issue of ‘Diversity and Compatibility’ in the Future Growth of Hong Kong.
The exhibition explores the development and regeneration of 488 hectares of land in Kowloon East. 13 contributing exhibitors with a cross section of cultural backgrounds in Art, Music, Architecture and Design participate in speculating on the future of one of the biggest regeneration projects in the world, which will ultimately redefine the growth of Hong Kong as a world class city. Inspired by this year’s overall Biennale theme “Common Ground”, Chief Curator Mr. Christopher Law (Director of Oval Partnership Ltd) use the exhibition to question how diversity and compatibility can be achieved in the ever changing Hong Kong metropolis. As curator, Oval Partnership acts as ghostwriter, inviting the contributors to speculate on past, present and future inhabitation as a way of re-framing existing conditions, native culture and new activity. The exhibits will be interpreted to reveal the hidden histories and emerging futures in one of the most extensive urban regeneration projects in the world.
 “I AM HOME” response exhibition will continue this discussion with the public in Hong Kong. It takes the form of a roving exhibition, a radically transformed service truck visiting four locations within Kowloon East. The design of the exhibition reflects the high density of Kowloon East and will portray a secret studio of the ghostwriters of our city. The exhibition hopes to generate a discussion about the future of Kowloon East and invites the public in Hong Kong to engage with this exciting and rapidly changing district of Hong Kong. 
Opening ceremony of the “I AM HOME” Response Exhibition, followed by a public forum about the Future of Kowloon East, has been scheduled for 18th May 2013 with details as below:
Opening Ceremony
	Date and Time
	18th May 2013 (Saturday), 5:00pm

	Venue
	Exhibition Hall, Energizing Kowloon East Office
122 Hoi Bun Road, Kwun Tong

	Guest of Honor
	Mr Paul Chan Mo-po, MH, JP, Secretary for Development, HKSARG 


Opening Forum
	Date and Time
	18th May 2013 (Saturday), 6:30pm

	Venue
	Exhibition Hall, Energizing Kowloon East Office
122 Hoi Bun Road, Kwun Tong

	Topic
	The Future of Kowloon East


‘I AM HOME’ will take on the form of a roving exhibition and will be open to the public from 18th May – 18th July 2013 at various locations within Kowloon East:
Exhibition Schedule
	18th May – 18th June
	Fly the Flyover01, 126 Hoi Bun Road, Kwun Tong

	3rd – 9th June
	Tsun Yip Street Playground, Kwun Tong

	10th – 18th June
	Upper Ngau Tau Kok Estate Entrance Plaza, Ngau Tau Kok

	19th June – 18th July
	OCTA Tower, 8 Lam Chak Street, Kowloon Bay


Opening hours of the exhibition will be from 10am to 6pm. Free Admission. 
To find details about each exhibitor, please refer to the enclosed exhibitors list. 
For more information on the ‘I AM HOME’ Venice Biennale Response Exhibition in Hong Kong, please visit our website: 
http://www.venicebiennale.hk/2012
http://www.facebook.com/VeniceBiennaleHk
For editors:

Established in 1895, the Venice Biennale is one of the most influential cultural institutions for promoting new directions in art and design. The 13th Venice Biennale International Architecture Exhibition was held last fall in Italy and marks the 4th time Hong Kong has participated in this prestigious event. Having successfully attracted nearly 30,000 international visitors in Venice, the 2013 Venice Biennale Response Exhibition brings the ‘I AM HOME’ Exhibition home to its audience in Hong Kong. 

Jointly organized by the Hong Kong Institute of Architects (HKIA) and the Hong Kong Arts Development Council (HKADC), Curated by the Oval Partnership, and with CreateHK as the leading sponsor, ‘I AM HOME’ Venice Biennale Response Exhibition displays collaborative works from diverse contributors. 

http://www.venicebiennale.hk/2012
http://www.facebook.com/VeniceBiennaleHk
For further information, please contact:
	The Hong Kong Institute of Architects 

Yvonne God

Tel: 852 2805 7335

Email: yvonne@hkia.net
	The Oval Partnership

Billy Kwan

Tel: 852 2528 8666

Email: billykwan@ovalpartnership.com


Disclaimer: Create Hong Kong of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region provides funding support to the project only, and does not otherwise take part in the project. Any opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in these materials/events (or by members of the project team) do not reflect the views of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. 

List of Exhibitors and Exhibitions

ANTs - Derivative Urbanism Idea 
CAVE - Imaginary Kai Tak Idea 
Eric Schuldenfrei - Sites of Erasure
Foster & Partners - Cruise Terminal
Hour25 Production - Cultivation of Urban Cracks
HK Honey - Ngau Tau Kok Rooftop Farm
Hidden Agenda - Hidden Agenda Documentary
Jim Chan - Taking Off
Tris Kee - Voices of Kwun Tong
Oval Partnership - Garden of Towers, Integer Hotel, The Shared Sky and Voices of Kwun Tong
Rocco Design - Bridge City
Ronald Lu & Partners - Urban Renewal Authority Kai Tak “Flat-for-Flat” Development
Wallace Chang -Kai Tak River Green Corridor
Organizing Institutions 合辦機構                                                   Leading Sponsor 首席贊助機構     Main Sponsor主要贊助機構                                                             
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